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or almost twenty years, The Cinema Museum (TCM) has leased its premises at Kennington — the -

Master’s House, once the administration block of the Lambeth Workhouse — from the South

London & Maudsley NHS Foundation Trust (SLaM) which runs mental health services for much
of south London.

Founded by Ronald Grant and Martin Humphries, TCM has built up a huge collection of
cinema memorabilia from the era of traditional picture houses: staff uniforms, carpets, poster and
stills frames, seating, signage, film stills and posters, etc. etc. as well as a film and VHS
tape archive.

Part of the recent events brochure. Claire Bloom,
of course, was selected by Charles Chaplin to
co-star in Limelight (1952).

It has developed into the home of a rich and varied programme of screenings and live events,
with a particular emphasis on British cinema, classic Hollywood and silent films that valuably
complements the work of the BFI Southbank (which seems more focussed on current and recent
cinema). TCM provides regular tours — and an extended one arranged for BCTV members
attracted a large turnout in May 2015.

TCM’s occupancy has been subject to various renewals, sometimes after previous leases have
expired, and currently has a lease extending only to next March. SLaM has put on the market the
adjacent site of the disused Woodlands nursing home, once part of the huge Lambeth Hospital,
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and attached to it the building in which the Cinema Museum operates, inviting
sealed bids and intent on selling both properties to the highest bidder.

This is despite negotiations dating back to 2007 for the Cinema Museum
to buy its site from SLaM. In October 2016, SLaM and TCM agreed that the
whole site would be valued independently and a direct sale made to TCM in
partnership with a housing association which would develop the Woodlands site.
Unfortunately, SlaM has repeatedly changed its property manager (TCM reckons
at least ten times) as well as other senior staff, lost records of meetings and even
denied that there was any arrangement to sell the building.

TCM is in a Grade II listing building in a conservation area, with a particular
connection to cinema history in that the young Charlie Chaplin lived here
when it was the Lambeth Workhouse. TCM has been designated an Asset of
Community Value by Lambeth Borough Council and this provides a moratorium
of six months for TCM to raise the money to match any accepted bid for the
whole site. The TCM building has some further protection under planning law,
having been designated by Lambeth Council in 1997 for use only as a cinema
museum.

The whole site has attracted the interest of various smaller developers, some of
whom have bothered to visit The Cinema Museum.

The fear is that a new purchaser, having made the highest bid, could
dramatically increase the rent that TCM would have to pay, forcing it to close.

Nearly 250 people crowded into TCM for a crisis meeting on 30th October
and a petition on change.org attracted over 14,000 signatures within two
weeks. TCM has the support of: Kate Hoey, MP for the area; Neil Coyle, MP for
neighbouring Southwark; Lib Peck, Leader of Lambeth Council; Paul McGlone,
Deputy Leader; senior planners in Lambeth and Southwark; local councillors in
Lambeth and Southwark; and local community groups and political parties.

TCM's director, Martin Humphries, has stated: “We will continue to work
positively with any developers and housing associations that are interested in
purchasing the whole site, and we will be as helpful to South London & Maudsley
NHS Foundation Trust as we can in their disposal aims. [...] Our aim remains
to try to encourage SLaM to re-engage with us, with a view to working out a
solution that offers:

o A sustainable future for The Cinema Museum

o A profitable sale for SLaM

o Affordable housing for the people of Lambeth

Among TCM’s future aims, with the help of The Chaplin Foundation, is to
turn the former Male Receiving Wards from the workhouse era, opposite the
main entrance to the Museum, into “a museum space that reflects on the life of
Chaplin and his links to Lambeth and the Lambeth Workhouse”.

For the current programme at TCM, go online to www.cinemamuseum.org.uk
To sign the petition online, go to www.change.org/search and enter Cinema

Museum. Addressed to SLaM'’s chief executive, Dr. Matthew Patrick, the petition
had 17,257 supporters on 24 November.

Veteral visit in 2015 view samples
of cinema carpets and enjoy a film show
after being addressed by Commissionaire
 Hardcastle. (Photographs by Allen Eyles.)
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