THE CINEMA MUSEUM

in association with

The Ronald Grant Archive

It wwasn’t intended that there should Be such &
gap batwesn newsletters, but it is difficult Tor
the two of us to produce a regular balletin
alongsice all the ‘other wwork of the Archive.
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One af the problems now is that more than
two thirds of our present lBrge premises ora
used for storage of historicel cinema items
that gonerate no income. This is a very heawy
financial burden and in order o provide a
future for this accumulalion of history, to
make it publicly accessible and 10 widen the
scope of our activitied we have formed The
Cinema Mustum—=a non-profin making com-
pany limited by guarantee, An application for
charitoble status was mada in Decamber 1984
and ver're hoping reqestraiion will be approved

Thore is & miné-$fong mMandgqement
commities o oversed the finding and funding
of permanent promises as well a2 organising
iha sdministration af the Ame mosenm. The
management committes are: Teny Fletcher, a
civil sarvant and film-maker—one of his three
films "Au Ravoir Benee" absout the salent hilin
acuress Honen Adorees, sas made at the Archive
and is currently distributed by ourselves and
the London Film-makers Co-op; Fonald
Grant whe has worked in the cinema industry
singe 1952 and been collecting film history
for evin longer, From the age of 21 he oper-
ated his own rural cineme cireuit in M E Scot-
lamicd later maving London 10 work at the
British Film Instnute: Btartin Humphries, a
poet and wriler involved walh commuonity ares
aned theatre who ks worked im tandea sath
Ronald for the last three years: Chris Knoedes,
a location manager on such films as "Quest 1or

Fire’, “Pink Floyd=Tht Wall®, "Greyitokes,
Tarzan of the Apes’ and the new tohn Landis
filmn "Spies Like Us®: Linda Polan, an estab-
lished performer in theaws, film and tele-
wision, who has worked with Fellini and is
currently with the Royal Shakespoare Come
pany: Aos Price, a community arts sworker in
Kenningion, South London; Erika Stevenson,
a freglance cincmatographer who has shoi
falms for many telewision companies and for
the cinema, hor work ranges from dog¢umien-
tary film to drama and video; Edith Head, a
retired teacher and widow of the late Grakom
Head a film historian and collector; and Kial-
colm Billingsley a teacher with a long standing
intefest in the cinema, ospecially the oarly
walkie pericd and in film preservation,

WWe have been ghven a grant by the GLC to
commission a feasibiliy Study 10 expliore and
graming ideas for the musieum, TRE vwall be
carrigd out by WURBED and compleled by the
and of the summer,
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Our current priorities ara
o identify potenteal buildings feur owsing the
museum and fundraising 1o cover the eosts of
the company and for the muteam ifself, One
farm of fundraising and Suppart is the ereation
ol "Friends ol the Cinema Museum', Frionds
are anlitled (o come 10 occasional svents heald
at the Archive and will recaive copies of tha
navesletter, Many people have expressed
interest in our aim to establish a museum and
we fell thes was a8 way in whiseh people cowld
olfer practecal suppadt and Begp i toueh wath
Hr progress,

We have continued our regular
lilm shows, sterted in 19832 and held monthiy
with & fow extrd shows during the wanter. Gue
o limitations of the premised and restrcied
seating these shows are frese bur meantime by
invitation only.

‘ﬁil'l‘.
THE PARAMOUNT
» IR ¥
PICTURE THEATRE

Iy &

An unforunate side effect of
this is that we are not able 1o invite all of our
large circle of interested supporiers. Since
thiey began thi twenly seven shomas have been
gnjoyed by nearly 400 people who have seen
films featuring such dwerse performors as
Joan Crowfard, George Formby, VWivien Leigh,
Gracie Fields and her sister Betty, Mary Piok-
ford, Flanagan and Allen, Maria Montez,
Laurence Olivier and many others including
the first scroon appearances of Marilyn Mon-
roe, Peter Finch and lda Luping,

Recently there appears to have beesn a sub-
stantial inerease in the number of cinema
buildings being destroyed. Althowgh we hawe
intreased the amount of photographic field-
work and have recorded the last moments of
various London cmemas, wath our modest
resaurees we have found it difficult 1o res-
pond guickly enough, 83 there sesms to be
daily news of yer another building going.
These photographic récords are important o
durimg demolition unrecorded alterations,
colour schemes and long cencoaled architec-
wural details are often revealed.
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A good axampla
of 19305 stylish cinema archiecmure s the
Towcester Cinema which was built by Lord
Hesketh in 1937 as a present for has wife and
for the townspeopie. These horrific pictures
of the cinema’s last days symbolise the decline
and lack of general interest in thesse often
unique buildings. Despitne o compaign crganised
by the Thirties Society invalving local resi-
dignis  the cinema rémained neglocted, was
wandalised and fimally demalished in 1983, We
feel it is important toextend our photographic
records of cinermas past and present, Over the
last pweelve monihs e have added almost 2,000
phomographs ol cinema architecture 1o our
files, Paul Francs, who n g spare Gime has
compiled a comprehensive  photograghie
recard Of cinemas today has besn very hielp:
ful in this and we wwould like 10 find & way of
cbtaning funds o help him continue this
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PRICES OF ADMISSION
STALLS G, 8d., If-. CIKCLE [/6; 2/-.
Up to 4.0 pm.  [Satueday 3 pon) ;0 STALLS 6. ancd
1, CIRCLE If- (exeepting” Bank Holulavs),  Reduoced
prices for children under 13 excepling Saturday and
Sunday evenings.  [(Cluldren in arms not admitted).
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EMERGENCY CALLS

Patrons anticipating an uwrgent Lelephone miessage or
call are requested to potify the Cashier, who will give
immediate attention in the event of a message being
receivel,
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LOST ARTICLES

Every effort will be made to restore arficles left in the
theatre ' but it will be apprecinted that the Management
eannat be held responsible for the safe return af such

B
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In Movernber 1984 during the Dance Brolly
segson held at MNettlefald Hall, Yest Norenood,
Lambeth Amenity Services gave us a small
rant with weheeh we put on a modest axhiba-
non about the TilmE in the season and owr
plans for the museum,

Contact was made lnst
wiear with Patrick Cook who founded and runs
the Bakelite Museum Society. Ronald wisited
the museum's temporary hame=a flat in an
art=-tleco block in Dulwich Road—and greatly
enjoyed secing the many fascinating 19305
artifacts which include o payvbox from the
Granada Bristol, They also exchanged horror
stories of burepucratic indifference and daelays,
Honald laver wisited The Mosical Mussum
situpted in an old church a1 Brentford, estab-
lished and run by Frank Holland with the
help of his Trustees. One of wham, Richard
Cale, was duty guide that day and gave @ fos-
cinafing talk abouwt all the instruments on dis-
play. OF special interest was the Fotoplayer
for accompanying silent films and the Yarlit-
zer fraom the Regal Cinemna, Kingiton
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e were stunned 1o hear of the death of Ray
Mander, Martin and Honald had spont a
dalightful afternodn wisiting Kay Mandor and
dae Mitchenson and their unigue theatre col-
fection in 1583, Various efforts have since
been made o initiate the exchange of dupli.
cate matarial but through Joe's ill health and
the pressure of work on Colin Ma bEserloy, the
Curail:ll’, due 1o mvoving the collection 1o ks
L hﬂl'l'lﬂ, ng progress has been made.
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e are interegted in being able to work with
groups who have similar intorests. Seversl infor-
mal approaches hove been made to officers of
the Projected Picture Trusi, @ group concerned
with the presorwation of cingma equipmant,
with a view to them wvisiting herg. To dote no
progress has been made. Perhops this is due 1o
our geographical location a3 one officer asked
if he needed o passport! An informal approach
was made 1o the Cinema Theatre Ascociation,
of which Ronald is 8 amember, with a view 10
discussing the possiility of howsing their
archive material, They declined because thiey
wirg unhapgpy &t the matenal Being deposited
in the Brixion area. Howeawver through referrals
from Richard Gray, the CTA Secratary, three
siudents from the Television and Vides course
at Goldsmiths College visied and subsecuently
shot footage here for their end of year examis-
namon video, and & group ol students from
the [nternational Film School shot footage

here during June for thewr filrm “A Garden of
Dreams’. Two studenis—one from Farnham,
the other from Horrow College of Higher Edu-
cation—imvalved in shooting a deamatised film
called "Death of a Father: A Conspiracy of
Silance” Bt the Mayfair Toonbing, came for
advice and props. Ronald declined their offer
to play o cinema manager throwgh a comiing-
tion of his natural modesty and a busy work
schedule| Although he had time to appear for
a few seconds a5 a ballet school judge in
Mewsreel™s feature film ‘Unstoble Elemenis
[Atomic Stories 12391985}, shown on
Channid 4 recently,
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" Honald has also boen
inferviewed an tape by another student from
Harrawe daing wark on cingma history and a
visit i5 planned by post-graduate students
from Birmingham whoare investigating images
of masculinity in films of the 19505 and G60s.
Last year Ronald was interacwed by journal-
ist Kriz Kirk for an article which appeared in
Him magazing and recently did a rerun of the
interview an camera for a TV progromme
about Krig, which is to b shown on Channel
4 i the Six of Hearts series later this year.

The stills hbcary continues to bo busy with
reguests @ loan stills and other relaged
rmaterials, Enquiries from this country and
overseas are principally from the mainstream
rhedha wishing to illustrote news and magazing
artrcles ar TV programmes about film parson.
alities or films. leomically film companios
having thrown out ther old stills ang posters
ask aur help when prepaning their vicded pub-
hcity, Pictures from tho collection have been
sain i duch periodicals as Radio Times, TV
Times, Wornan, Woemans Realm, The Econo-
mist, Cosmapalitan and very many others,

In February this year we started 8 visitors
ook and to date have had 238 visivors includ-
s} the designer of the commemorative stamps
for British Filon Year who has used images
from hers 1o decorate the First Day Cower
pack, researchers from the GLC, various pub-
lishing houses and the media, cinema lovers
from this country, Germany, the LISA and
Malaysia,

Socme time ago at a sale held at the closure of
the Savoy, Petersfield vwe attompied 1o reseur
an art-deco paybox but with our limited funds
were ungble 1o buy this fine cash desk with
arnginal Licket machine and pre-decimal change
dispenser, Howewer, we mangged 19 securg
very cheaply some other items including a
1929 \Western Electric non-synch twin furn-
table, & complete 19305 Western Electric
Mirrophonic amplification sysiem, same mis-
cellaneous pieces of equipment and some
items of decar,
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Chear the last aightean months
several thoutand Dl solls, colour (renSQanrean-
cies and posters were added o the photo
library. & large quantity ol Tilm-fan MBAZines,
some  miscellaneous pitces  of  eguipment
including an early Kalee projegior are also
recent additions, A nember of decorative
iterms and various 19205 and 1830s projectors
werg gequired in 1924 {olloweng the sudden
death of film collector Morman Kirk, who'd
been paralysed for @ year Tolloaning & tragic
meter accident,

DOMATIONS

These have boen mainly objects rather than
maoney, except for a8 donation from Linda
Polan and friends. which hos paid for this
newsieiter. There is no room o detail all the
donations but especial thanks to: Chris
Knowles for hundreds of film star portrains, a
fine collection of 1930s B-Western coloured
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labby cards, fiftvy film annuals and a collec:
tion af film books: Tony Fleicher for a print
of his film “Au Revoir Renee’, over 50 pre

1939 film stills and two books="Film Style
& Tochnology: History and Analysis'™ by
Barry Salt and 'Dream Palaces —Hollywood ot
Home'; Peter Lowwy, organiser of the Mew
York Gay Film Festival for a gquantity of film
stills and synopsis; Chris McCabe lor many
hours of his time, an early RCA soundhead
and & pair of Delrama mirrgr anamorphs;
Francis Howard-Geeynne for several prints of
Humphrey Jennings films and signed por-
traits: David Gillespie for a large gquantity of
Einematograph Weeklys and London cinema
programmes: the lage Eddie Smith of Bristof
for owver 100 stilis, lobby cards and posters, a
Ealoe & projector, a Mills pull-through sound-
head and amplifier, an anamaorphic [Bns and a
guantity of Kinematograph Weeklys; Ronald
W Singleton of Singleton Holdings, Glasgow
for a large tea chest of film doecumentation,
Glosgow cinem@a programmes, various King-
marograph YWeekly “Yearbooks and a bronzed
RCA Photophone Sound System fover plewe
from the Savoy Cambusiang.

PHOTOPHONE

Recently, following the ciosure of the Eros
GCingema Peccadilly Girgus, lan Henderson a
direcior of Land Securities, the awmners of the
building, kindly allowed seweral items to be
removed 1o the museum before the Eros wes

guited—notably the ormgimal interior doors
and a metal stair bannister inset with decosa-

tive cameraman mofifs, We wore pleased to
lgarn that some other items from the Eros
have found a home with the Museum of Lon-
don, Thanks to lan Henderson, Donald
Mackin—Land Securitics {Monagement) Lrud,
Bill ¥uwille—5%r John Burner Tait and Pariners,
and on sme Joe Leonard, Chris Hayden—John
Lelliott Lid, \Wie Hayward=—site worker, Sue
Tracy and Dave Smith for ransportation.
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This month Martin Ayres, the owner of the
Astoma Ceneéma Baldock a wory inderesting
and stylish 19308 super-cinema soon o be
deémalishied, donated wia Paul Franeis the
complete set of 4 Kales projectors, the RCA/
British Agoustic sound systems, the Automis
tickot machine and various other items inelud-
ing decorative fl1|!4r1|;1'. 10 the museum, We also
managed 1o acquirg iome of the original pre-
wal furniture from the cinEma rostourant, Ao

are grateful to Martin and Ann Ayres for their
most generous donation and would also like
ta thank Geoff Springham the Astonia mana-
ger for his assistance, the former projectionist
Fan Kesch for his help and the solunteers
who helped with the loading and unlsading.

Owr thanks 1o the lollowing for items donated:
Fenny Ashbirook; Hoger Baker; Morma Beange
=Calen Cinemas, Aberdean; Malealm Billings-
ley; Arthur Buchaman=hAberdesn; Arnald M
Burns=Glen  Cinemas, Aberdeon; Malcolm
Compbell; Len Cardwell; Richard Cole; Ken
Callingon==5tahl  Pyramid  Films; Androw
Crerowski & Susan Carrington=The Fridge
Club, Brixton; Gilles Dagnesuw—Paris; Richard
M Dopald—JF Donald [Aberdeon Cinemas)
Lewd; Mark Finch; Pat Foster—The BRizy
Cinema, Brixton; Paul Francis—Ware: Front-
room Productions; Andy Garner; Chrizs George;
Moel Greig: Jin Bearley; David Long; John
Montgomery —Brighton; Migel Moyee—Ssvoy
Petersfield; Rechard Mapper: Liam O'Leary —
Irish  Film Archive—Dublin: OCwal House:
Franco Pensa—Pizzeria Franco, Brixton;
Aude Fhikip—Eﬂu!hEnd’; GF.-r.'lrgL' Fait: Theo
Simons: Sally Emn‘np; Bill Thorneycrait and
Flichasl Williams,

MICHEY+MOUSE+CLUB

We are very grabeful for help and facilities ox-
tended by Pat Foster=HRitzy Cinema Brixton:
Mike Perroti—Lambeth Borowgh Valuers Dept:
Mgel Hawker, Alan Clark & Katy Venner—
Lembeth Amanity Services: Steve Conmer
Lambeath Planning Dept: Ro: Price—COwal
House Arts and Community Gentre; Stove
Hankin=Tawer Demoalition; G.AG. Brooke,
Fress Oificer=Racal-Decca Lid, Mew Malden;
Mew Malden Fire Station offigors; Shirley
Hind Librarian=Architoctural Association;
Peter King, Chief Operator Savoy Petersfiald,
Paul Crane, Fred Hopper, Hannah Callins,
Paul Framcis, Kan Sephton, Billy Bell, Okon
Jongs, and Bob Gumbley of Brixton Sounds
for help in impraving our photographic equip-
mgnt.

With especial thonks (o David Gillespie, Edith
Head, RHichard MNappor, Audrey Kick, Chris -
MeCabe and Maicalm Billingsley. Apologies to
anmyang overloaked,

Toweester information from THE PICTURE
HOUSE an occasional publication af The
Cinema Theatre Associaton.

Martin Humphres
Ronald Grant

August 1985
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